IR-KOUTSK.                                    257

undoubtedly harder, but during the winter months,
when mining is suspended, convicts at Irkontsk are
employed for the most part in cigarette-making, or
work of a similar light nature, while they are treated
with more laxity, and enjoy far more liberty, than in
our convict-prisons at home. Smoking is not for-
bidden, card-playing and other games allowed, and
free conversation, for in Siberia solitary confinement
among criminals is unknown, while, as a rule, their
friends, if they have any in the neighbourhood, are
permitted to see them onco a month, and on these
occasions are allowed to bring the prisoner tobacco,
food, and many other luxuries, excepting alcoholic
liquors. Even in this respect, however, the rules
are by no means stringent.

I am now writing of what came under my own
personal observation at Irkoutsk and Tomsk, for
save on one or two occasions we were never allowed
to enter a village ostrog, and but seldom to exchange
words with political prisoners while in confine-
ment. As, however, a considerable portion of the
population at Irkoutsk consisted of political exiles
living under police surveillance, I was able to gather
some interesting and reliable details from this class
relative to their life while in prison and at the
mines.

One hears little of Nihilism in Irkontsk. It is a
sealed subject, and, except on rare occasions, neyer
broached. Here, as throughout Siberia, however,
we took care not to mix in any political discussions,
a piece of advice I would tender to anyone intending
to make this journey. Russians, and especially
Siberians, are quick to take offence, and on one
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